Lessen Plan Title: Fishing Gear - Overview
Trainer Name: 

Training Time: 30 minutes (?)
Audience:  new fisheries observers
Equipment:  
· AV: LCD projector, computer, laser pointer, 

· Software: MS Powerpoint, MS Word, 

· Files: fishing_gear_overview.ppt; LP_fishing_gear_overview.doc
Slide 1
Slide 2 -Objectives:  
By the end of this module you will be able to…
· Explain the difference between passive & active fishing gear

· List 2 passive and 3 active fishing gear categories

Slide 3 -Gear groupings:
Commercial fishing gear can be categorized as either passive or active.  Fish move to passive fishing gear on their own whereas active fishing gear moves to the fish. 
There are more than 60 gear types classified by the International Standard Statistical Classification of Fishing Gear and the FAO groups these into 11 main categories. However, the majority of global catch is taken by five gear types: purse seine, mid-water trawl, bottom trawl, gillnet and hook and line. 
This module provides a very brief overview of the 11 categories. Much more detail will be provided on the specific gear types you will be assigned to for data collection. 

Slide 4 – Surrounding nets
Surrounding nets are active and include purse seines and lampara.  In general, purse seine nets catch fish by surrounding fish from all sides as well as underneath. 
Slide 5 – seine nets
Seine nets are an active gear and include beach seines as well as Scottish/Danish seines

Slide 6 – trawl nets
Both mid-water and bottom trawl nets are towed nets consisting of a wide opening with wings that herd fish into a cone-shaped body and are collected in the terminal end or codend. 
Slide 7 - dredges
The dredge is usually constructed from a heavy steel frame in the form of a scoop. The frame is covered with chain mesh which is open on the front side, which is towed. The chain mesh can function as a net

Slide 8 – lift nets
Lift nets consist of a horizontal netting panel that is submerged.  Fish may be attracted to the area using light or bait.  Nets are lifted or hauled out of the water by hand or mechanically and can be deployed from shore or from a boat. 
Slide 9 – falling gears
Cast nets are the main type of falling gear. They catch fish by falling an closing on them.  This is a common gear in shallow, inland waters.

Slide 10 – gillnets & entangling nets
Entangling nets are a passive fishing gear.  Gillnets consist of a single wall of nearly invisible net in which fish become gilled or entangled and can be anchored or drifting.  Trammel nets usually have a triple wall of meshes of different size mesh. 
Slide 11 - traps
Traps are a passive fishing gear and include pound nets, fyke nets & stow nets that herd fish into an enclosure as well as cages or baskets made of a variety of materials.  The latter typically use bait to attract fish into the trap. 

Slide 12 – Hooks and lines
Hook and line gear consists of natural or artificial bait placed on a hook fixed to the end of a line. Hook and line gear can be configured with a single hook up to tens of thousands of hooks. 
Slide 13 – grappling and wounding gears
Grappling & wounding gears include harpoons and spears.  
Slide 14
Summary or summary questions: Review the main objectives
· List 2 passive fishing gear categories

· List 3 active fishing gear categories

